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I chose to perform national anthems as my final project to convey the power of 
music alongside its ability to create nationalism. For my performance I played 
The Star Spangled Banner (USA national anthem) and Hatikvah (Israel national 
anthem), both pieces of music convey a strong sense of pride for an individual’s 
nation. It is widely agreed upon that music can bring people together, but with 
my performance I demonstrated the complete opposite: segregation and the 
building of pride and mental boundaries between countries.  
 
As shown in many articles and studies, such as Henri Tajfel’s “social identity 
theory” a person’s mind yearns to identify with a group (such as a sports team, 
country or family) to subconsciously gauge self worth. If the group they reside in 
succeeds, the members mentally feel accomplished and satisfied. This mental 
stimulation also works the other way, acting somewhat as a slight depressor 
when negative events affect that individual’s group. People who identify with a 
particular group also receive moral boosts from criticizing or putting down 
apposing organization. This provides for a mental illusion of superiority. 
 
This is where music plays its part. Music, when attached to something such as a 
sports team or country, embodies the pride the individual so heavily identifies 
with. This pride translates into the elevation of one group and the shunning of 
another’s, creating boundaries and promoting separation instead of 
unification. Another example of this is the symbolism of national anthems for the 
military. Music is used to inspire a group of people, in this case a military force, 
to put mentally put themselves above an apposing force, such as another 
country. This produces hatred towards these other countries, resulting in 
political predicaments and war. This music, in many cases, is used to 
create confidence and pride soldiers to fight for their country. This is the 
essence of nationalism.  
 
In my classroom performance, some students stood up with their hand across 
their heart after the performance of The Star Spangled Banner. Even if this act 
was partially meant to be a jester to conduct laughter from other students, it still 
shows the music’s desired effect even on high school students. The Star 
Spangled Banner is played before domestic sports games, metaphorically 
saying that all fans present, no matter what team they identify with, are 
Americans and united under one government. During international sports 
games, such as the Olympics and FIFA, national anthems are played to 
represent different countries. In this way, national anthems are used to 
excite/pump up particular individuals. As seen when I played the Israeli national 



anthem, people clapped for the performance but not as much for the song. The 
energy in the room was much more noticeable when The Star Spangled Banner 
was played as opposed to Hatikvah. In this way, national anthems express our 
inner human nature to identify with a group, investing yourself for the better 
good of that organization. Why are the bald eagle and the North American bison 
symbols? They inspire Americans. It is the same with national anthems. National 
anthems remind citizens that the world is divided. This division is looked upon 
proudly by many. As long as we have symbols to show the pride in being 
separated from other parts of the world, war and biased against other cultures 
will remain. Music is just one way of preserving this division.	


